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Using God’s Stuff for God
Series Overview

Stewardship is not a familiar or frequently used word in contemporary English.  We don’t often talk about stewards or stewardesses (except on airplanes). Churches don’t have stewards.  Stewardship is not a topic that most churches enjoy addressing, but it is an area in which Christians are in desperate need of training—practically and biblically. How do I live a life that counts?  How do I avoid the traps of life’s busyness and materialistic needs and wants?  The intense interest in the subject is shown by the many materials available--Financial Peace University, debt-free living, and Financial Freedom, to name only a few.

The ultimate question is this:  How do I live a life that counts?  This Bible study series seeks to provide encouragement, biblical insights, and the opportunity to think about the various types of resources available to Christians—time, finances, talents/gifts, opportunities, relationships.  How do I use my resources (God’s stuff) to the glory of God?
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Week 1:  Timely Freedom--Time Flies!

Theme:  The concept of time is a difficult concept to grasp.  Time is stuff that makes up life, but we seldom associate life and time.  What is an appropriate use of time?

Texts: Psalm 90; Ecclesiastes 3

Summary:  This study is designed to help us think about time as a gift from God which we can use to his glory or for our own purposes.

Introduction

There is never enough time in the week unless we are talking about our paychecks.  Then the common saying is, “I ran out of paycheck before I ran out of week.”  Most of us have at least one list of undone tasks.  

Why do we struggle so much with something as basic as our time?  Time is the very essence of life.  When the time is gone, life is gone!  When time is no more, life is over.  The absence of time is eternity.  Time is limiting and limited, therefore it cannot be infinite. 
How should we spend our time?  The Psalmist wrote of the eternal value of numbering our days (Psalm 90).  In fact, he makes it a request to God, “Teach us to number our days….”  By taking the advice and numbering our days, we realize how few we actually have, we recommit to spend them wisely, and we live them out for God’s eternal purposes.

Ice Breakers

What is the most important date you ever forgot?

What was your favorite season as a child?  Why?

Which is your favorite season now?

What does it mean to you to “number your days”?

Are you a list maker, listing items to be done?  Why or why not?

Bible Study

Study Psalm 90 in its context.  The idea of ‘numbering your days’ probably means….


We should try to know exactly how long we are going to live


We should try to keep an accounting of our days


We should value our days


We should see each of our days as unique

Study Ecclesiastes 3.  What does it mean to you that “God put eternity in the hearts of men”?


It only means that God made part of us eternal


It means that God has created us with a longing for something beyond this life


It means God made us aware that we are finite


It means that mankind is not limited by time

Study Ecclesiastes 3 in the context of Solomon’s message.  What does the chapter as a whole say about time and its place in the human experience?

What stewardship/time lessons do you see in Psalm 90?

[Your teacher will lead a more detailed discussion of these questions, texts, or of other relevant Biblical texts.]

Reflection/Application

What comes to your mind when you hear the word “stewardship”?

If you were to make an extensive list of the things over which you are a steward, what kinds of things could you include?

What “time” is it for you?

At what “times” do you wonder if God is really in control?

How do you distinguish spending your time enjoyably and going overboard?

Does your belief in God free you to enjoy life and limit you?

