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Using God’s Stuff for God
Series Overview

Stewardship is not a familiar or frequently used word in contemporary English.  We don’t often talk about stewards or stewardesses (except on airplanes). Churches don’t have stewards.  Stewardship is not a topic that most churches enjoy addressing, but it is an area in which Christians are in desperate need of training—practically and biblically. How do I live a life that counts?  How do I avoid the traps of life’s busyness and materialistic needs and wants?  The intense interest in the subject is shown by the many materials available--Financial Peace University, debt-free living, and Financial Freedom, to name only a few.

The ultimate question is this:  How do I live a life that counts?  This Bible study series seeks to provide encouragement, biblical insights, and the opportunity to think about the various types of resources available to Christians—time, finances, talents/gifts, opportunities, relationships.  How do I use my resources (God’s stuff) to the glory of God?
October 4








[image: image2.jpg]on_mission




Week 4:  Free to Serve--Steps for using your talents wisely

Theme: Three steps for Christians who want to use their talents for eternity

Texts: 1 Peter 4:7-11

Summary:  All should want to use God-given talents for maximum impact. To do that, Christians must focus on their strengths, use their gifts with excellence, and live with intensity.
Introduction


Three steps are essential to genuine service freely rendered.  The first step asks the question, “What are your strengths?”  What can you do well?  What are your gifts from God?  What do you enjoy doing so much that you always, almost automatically do it well?


Second, get involved in that area or those areas that allow you to use your gifts and talents with excellence.  Find those areas that you really enjoy and find rewarding. 


Third, since you are so capable in this area, and enjoy doing it so much, go for it with all the gusto you can muster.  Live with intensity.  Whatever you find to do, do it with all your might!

Ice Breakers

What are some of the things you have always enjoyed doing?

What are some of the things that you are especially good at?

What do you enjoy so much that you always do it well, never cutting corners, never slacking?

How could you use the things you have shared in the church or to God’s glory?

Bible Study

Study the text and context of 1 Peter 4.  What principles do you see to guide our use of our gifts or abilities (talents) in the context of the church?

What principles can you identify besides the three steps outlined above to help individual Christians understand their place and responsibilities?

Make a list of the “gifts” passages in the New Testament.  (1 Cor. 12, Rom. 12, etc.)

Which of the gifts mentioned in the New Testament have you observed in others?

[Your teacher will lead a more detailed discussion of these questions, texts, or of other relevant Biblical texts.]

Reflection/Application

What are your strengths?  What are some “kingdom things” you do well?

What are your spiritual gifts?

What do you most enjoy doing in the kingdom or church?

What could the church do to help you become more involved in the area(s) you most enjoy?

What spiritual gifts or abilities do you see in the lives of other class members?

What can you do this week to use your talents more effectively in the kingdom?

