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Using God’s Stuff for God
Series Overview

Stewardship is not a familiar or frequently used word in contemporary English.  We don’t often talk about stewards or stewardesses (except on airplanes). Churches don’t have stewards.  Stewardship is not a topic that most churches enjoy addressing, but it is an area in which Christians are in desperate need of training—practically and biblically. How do I live a life that counts?  How do I avoid the traps of life’s busyness and materialistic needs and wants?  The intense interest in the subject is shown by the many materials available--Financial Peace University, debt-free living, and Financial Freedom, to name only a few.

The ultimate question is this:  How do I live a life that counts?  This Bible study series seeks to provide encouragement, biblical insights, and the opportunity to think about the various types of resources available to Christians—time, finances, talents/gifts, opportunities, relationships.  How do I use my resources (God’s stuff) to the glory of God?
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Week 7: Give it All to Jesus--All to Jesus I Surrender

Theme: This is the most important ingredient of living a life that counts

Texts: Mark 10:17-31

Summary:  This lesson warns about the danger of holding back resources from Jesus.  He offers us a life that counts, now and forever; an exchanged life.  But we have to let go of what we want and what seems to serve our interests and ends and put all of our resources in his hands.
Introduction

The story of the rich young ruler (the parallels use slightly different descriptions) is one of the most challenging in the New Testament.  What if everything in our life is right except one thing, for example, our attitude toward “stuff”?  Jesus and his apostles have two contrasting views of life.  These are especially reflected in the questions of this text.  Pay close attention to the questions and the dialog between Jesus and his followers in the Bible study section below.

Ice Breakers

What does it mean to you to surrender “all” to Jesus?

How would you respond to the question, “Can rich people go to heaven?”

How would you define “rich”?

Think of someone you think may have succeeded in “surrendering all”.  What are some of the characteristics of the lives of these people?  (Do not identify the persons you are thinking about, just think about and share how you would describe their lives.)

On a scale of 0-100, where would you place your personal “surrender index”?

Bible Study

Discuss the fact that the rich young man wanted to “do” something to inherit eternal life.  To what extent is our love of things tied to our desire to “do” something in exchange for our salvation?

Why did Jesus begin by sharing “the easy list”?

Do we ever respond to Jesus with an attitude that says “we have arrived, that we have done it all”—faith, repentance, confession, baptism?

What would Jesus say is our “one thing more”?

Why did Jesus say it was hard for the rich to enter the kingdom?

Why did the disciples exclaim, “Who then can be saved!”?

What was Jesus saying about possibilities and impossibilities?

What do you read into the disciples’ response:  “we have left all….”?

Reflection/Application

What parts of this series have been most challenging to you? Why?

What could you do this week to “surrender all” to Jesus?  Resolve to do it!

What could the church do to help people become more serious about “surrendering all”?

What does the phrase, “using God’s stuff for God” mean to you after completing this study series?
