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Using God’s Stuff for God
Series Overview

Stewardship is not a familiar or frequently used word in contemporary English.  We don’t often talk about stewards or stewardesses (except on airplanes). Churches don’t have stewards.  Stewardship is not a topic that most churches enjoy addressing, but it is an area in which Christians are in desperate need of training—practically and biblically. How do I live a life that counts?  How do I avoid the traps of life’s busyness and materialistic needs and wants?  The intense interest in the subject is shown by the many materials available--Financial Peace University, debt-free living, and Financial Freedom, to name only a few.

The ultimate question is this:  How do I live a life that counts?  This Bible study series seeks to provide encouragement, biblical insights, and the opportunity to think about the various types of resources available to Christians—time, finances, talents/gifts, opportunities, relationships.  How do I use my resources (God’s stuff) to the glory of God?
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Week 5: What does God want you to do with the relationships of your life?
Theme:  One of the areas of life that is often overlooked when one begins to talk about stewardship is the area of relationships.  We are stewards of our relationships.

Texts: Luke 10:25-37; Matthew 25; Acts 2-6

Summary: Christians are stewards of the relationships of life—family (spouses, parents, children), church, friends and neighbors, business and community.  Relationships can be used to God’s glory or they can detract from the glory of God.  Relationships can help us be all God plans for us to be, or they can be hindrances in our fulfillment of the eternal purpose of God for us as his children.

Introduction

Stewardship is reflected in the relationships of life.  One who does not handle the relationships of life is not a good steward.  We do not give this appropriate attention.  It is not our priority.  We must redefine stewardship to include more than money.  

Ice Breakers

Who is your favorite family member (uncle, aunt, grandparent, etc.)?  What keeps that relationship going? Have you ever had to do anything to repair that relationship or to sustain it in special ways?

Think about the relationship you have with your favorite friend (non-family member, not a member of this church).  What does it require to maintain that relationship?

Bible Study

In Luke 10, we read the parable of the “Good Samaritan”.  What stewardship principles can you identify that speak to relationships?

What does it mean to be a neighbor or to be a friend?

In Matthew 25, there are three distinct sections:  the virgins who are preparing to help celebrate a wedding, the recipients of the talents, and the admonition of the Lord to help those in need as a part of being judged faithful.


In what way is preparation a reflection of stewardship?


In what way is using one’s talents to bless others an indication of stewardship?

What principles do you see in the words of Jesus about whom we have helped or served?

The early chapters of Acts tell about the shared life of the early church.  The church is growing, apparently through every-day baptisms.

What verses can you find that show how they were getting along with one another?

What does it mean to you that they had "all things in common"?

How does that principle apply in the contemporary church? 
Find the passage that says they gave according to need, with glad eating and generous hearts.  How does this relate to stewardship?

What specific stories in Acts 2-6 reflect the importance of relationships in the early church?

Is this church a steward of the people in our community?  Tell why you answer as you do.

To what extent are we responsible for one another?

How does stewardship work hand in hand with love?

How does stewardship affect that we get along with one another, or that we miss one another?

[Your teacher will lead a more detailed discussion of these questions, texts, or of other relevant Biblical texts.]

Reflection/Application

What could you do this week to be a better steward of the relationships of your life?

Choose a specific person with whom you wish to develop a better relationship—pray to God about it and make plans about what you will do to develop that relationship.

Pray to God with gratitude for the relationships of your life.

Resolve to mend fences and resolve conflicts, and begin!

