[image: image1.jpg]






Using God’s Stuff for God

Series Overview

Stewardship is not a familiar or frequently used word in contemporary English.  We don’t often talk about stewards or stewardesses (except on airplanes). Churches don’t have stewards.  Stewardship is not a topic that most churches enjoy addressing, but it is an area in which Christians are in desperate need of training—practically and biblically. How do I live a life that counts?  How do I avoid the traps of life’s busyness and materialistic needs and wants?  The intense interest in the subject is shown by the many materials available--Financial Peace University, debt-free living, and Financial Freedom, to name only a few.

The ultimate question is this:  How do I live a life that counts?  This Bible study series seeks to provide encouragement, biblical insights, and the opportunity to think about the various types of resources available to Christians—time, finances, talents/gifts, opportunities, relationships.  How do I use my resources (God’s stuff) to the glory of God?
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Week 6: Why does God keep sending us opportunities?

Theme: Another part of life that is often excluded from any discussions of stewardship is the area of opportunities.  God sends us lots of opportunities—opportunities to serve, to share, to speak a good word for Jesus, to show love…..  The lists seem almost endless.

Texts: Eccl. 9:10a; Gal. 6:1-9; Matthew 25:31-46; 1 Cor. 10:31; Col. 3:17

Summary:  Christians are stewards of our opportunities.

Ice Breakers

[Answer the following questions with “Christian opportunities” in mind.]

When did you have an opportunity that you failed to use?

When did you see and use a unique opportunity that others may not typically see?

When were you surprised by an opportunity you used with success?

Work together as a group to make as long a list as practical (according to the time available) of the various kinds of opportunities we have as Christians.  [Have someone serve as secretary and share the list with the church office so the lists can be compiled for the entire congregation.]

Why does God keep sending us opportunities?

What does the picture included with this week’s lesson mean to you?

Bible Study

What does Galatians 6 say about opportunities?


Using opportunities effectively depends on our attitude.


Some opportunities are more important than others.


Opportunities are often misunderstood.


Using opportunities depends on who the other person is.

In the judgment scene Jesus describes in Matthew 25, he seems to be talking about opportunities that some did not see, recognize, or use.  What lessons are most important?


You never know whom you are helping? (Heb. 13, helping angels unaware)


We use the wrong criteria in determining which opportunities to use.


Using opportunities is personal.


Using opportunities is more important than we generally think it is.

What is an appropriate attitude for a Christian?


Everything I do is for God.


I must be especially diligent in the things of God.


I should ask how God will receive glory before I do anything.

As a class or in small groups, work together to make a list of biblical principles to guide our use of opportunities.

[Your teacher will lead a more detailed discussion of these questions, texts, or of other relevant Biblical texts.]

Reflection/Application

Resolve to identify one special unexpected opportunity for God this week and use it.

Choose someone in the church and agree together to see an opportunity together, and to use it well.

Think about doors of opportunity that are already open to you, and choose one or two that you will try to work on this week. (Share with the class or group as appropriate and as time permits.)

