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Using God’s Stuff for God
Series Overview

Stewardship is not a familiar or frequently used word in contemporary English.  We don’t often talk about stewards or stewardesses (except on airplanes). Churches don’t have stewards.  Stewardship is not a topic that most churches enjoy addressing, but it is an area in which Christians are in desperate need of training—practically and biblically. How do I live a life that counts?  How do I avoid the traps of life’s busyness and materialistic needs and wants?  The intense interest in the subject is shown by the many materials available--Financial Peace University, debt-free living, and Financial Freedom, to name only a few.

The ultimate question is this:  How do I live a life that counts?  This Bible study series seeks to provide encouragement, biblical insights, and the opportunity to think about the various types of resources available to Christians—time, finances, talents/gifts, opportunities, relationships.  How do I use my resources (God’s stuff) to the glory of God?
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Week 3: Free to Give--The “Generosity Principle”

Theme:  Giving or getting—what do I think about most of the time?  Am I generous or greedy?  Am I a tither or a thief?
Texts:  Malachi 3:10ff; Rev. 20:11-15

Summary: This lesson is designed to awaken a desire for obedience and generosity of heart.  To live a life that counts, we must stop robbing God and start giving generously.
Introduction

Some translations use the word generosity to translate the concept of grace.  What connections do you see between generosity and grace?  In relation to God and the fact that he initiated the possibility of a relationship with him when we were undeserving, unwilling, and unable, is generosity a good way to communicate God’s attitude toward us?

Ice Breakers

What does the picture included with this lesson remind you of?  What is the spiritual point related to generosity?

React to the idea that nothing makes us more like God than being generous.

Bible Study

What is a tithe?

Why did God want the people to tithe?

How many different kinds of tithes can you identify in Scripture?

What kinds of things relieved the people of the responsibility to tithe?

How were the people robbing God? (Read the larger context of Malachi).

What are some of the ways we could rob God under the New Covenant?

How would you summarize God’s will about our giving?

[Your teacher will lead a more detailed discussion of these questions, texts, or of other relevant Biblical texts.]

Reflection/Application

How would you summarize God’s analysis of our generosity? (Studies show that the average Christian gives no more than 2-3% of their income to charitable causes, including the church.)

In what way is the “generosity principle” the first step toward sharing with God and with others?

How could you become more “free to give”?

Pray with your family this week about your involvement and generosity in the work of God (finances, time, involvement, relationships, encouragement, etc.).

What could you and your family do to be more generous toward others?

