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Using God’s Stuff for God
Series Overview

Stewardship is not a familiar or frequently used word in contemporary English.  We don’t often talk about stewards or stewardesses (except on airplanes). Churches don’t have stewards.  Stewardship is not a topic that most churches enjoy addressing, but it is an area in which Christians are in desperate need of training—practically and biblically. How do I live a life that counts?  How do I avoid the traps of life’s busyness and materialistic needs and wants?  The intense interest in the subject is shown by the many materials available--Financial Peace University, debt-free living, and Financial Freedom, to name only a few.

The ultimate question is this:  How do I live a life that counts?  This Bible study series seeks to provide encouragement, biblical insights, and the opportunity to think about the various types of resources available to Christians—time, finances, talents/gifts, opportunities, relationships.  How do I use my resources (God’s stuff) to the glory of God?
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Week 2:  Financial Freedom—I Want Out!
Theme:  Help!  Where can we find an exit strategy for those who don’t want to want more anymore?  
Texts:  Prov. 11:24; 13:6-16; 17:16; 22:26-27
Summary:   A great number of Americans today are enslaved by money—in bondage to creditors, the consumer culture, and their own insatiable appetites for more and more “stuff”.  This lesson surveys some biblical steps to financial freedom. If you want your life to count, you have to master your money.
Introduction

Step One to Financial Freedom
"The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof." Psalms 24:1



The first step to financial freedom is recognizing that nothing is really ours, it all belongs to God. There is nothing that we can take with us when our lives end, just like we are born with nothing. By keeping in mind that "our money" is not ours you will find yourself and your family making better decisions.  Suddenly, the new skirt is not that important.  By thinking of money as God’s money, a weight will be lifted off your shoulders.

Step Two to Financial Freedom

Accept where you are at financially and spend accordingly. It has taken many families years to get into the debt that you have and those debts will not disappear overnight. You must accept this truth and from today forward budget and spend accordingly. Decide today to live within your means, even if that means eating out less and not buying the newest fashions. Never charge another item again; you now rule your finances, instead of your finances ruling you.

So how will your family have fun without eating out? Start a new family tradition and enjoy weekly game or movie nights together. Visit local museums and zoos on their free days or just go to the park and have an old-fashioned picnic. 
Step Three to Financial Freedom
"Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it." Malachi 3:10

God promised his people that when they pay their tithes, they will be blessed with more. The key to this three is giving to God regularly. Personal, generous (hilarious) giving is how the church receives its finances to pay its bills and do its ministry. How much do you give to the church? A tithe is 10% of any increase that you receive. While the New Testament does not demand tithing, it is clear that God’s people will share generously.  In fact, the New Testament passages about giving suggest the early Christians gave more than a tithe (10%). 
Step Four to Financial Freedom

Save, save, save. Every finance guru and finance book will tell you the same thing. You must save for the future. Even if all you can save at first is $5, that is $5 more than you would have saved. At the very least your savings should be in a savings account earning interest.  However, there are safe ways to increase your savings at a higher interest rate. If you do not trust yourself or your spouse not to spend the savings, be sure to invest the savings into an account that cannot be accessed early or easily.

When setting your budget, budget in 1-10% of your earnings for savings. Start at the 1% if you must, but the goal is to be saving 10% of your income within the first year of your financial freedom plan.
Ice Breakers

Share what certain things cost in times past, as you remember those items.

What percentage of the U.S. population is in trouble financially (your guess)?

Share a financial crisis you can remember (as you are comfortable in sharing).

What do you think are the primary problems that contribute to today’s financial problems and stresses?

Bible Study

Read the Proverbs texts (and other texts class members may suggest from cross references, concordances, or their own awareness).  What themes do you see running through the texts in Proverbs?

What other Bible verses come to mind when you think about finances? (Teachers should prepare a list of Bible verses that relate to financial principles.)

[Your teacher will lead a more detailed discussion of these questions, texts, or of other relevant Biblical texts.]

Reflection/Application

What one thing could you resolve to do to have more financial freedom?

Who should you talk to before you begin?

What other things would you have to arrange before beginning?

Resolve to take that one step.

Pray this week with your family about financial concerns.

Pray this week about your “financial” relationship with God.

