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Song Leader Fred Ingraham
Opening Prayer Gary Kennedy
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SUNDAY
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The Light

“... put on the armor of light.” Rom. 13:12
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bits from bob... Small Groups—Ready, Set, Go!

Our small groups are scheduled to begin with
introductory meetings on Sunday, September 27
at 6 p.m. Group lists will be available this week
to reflect the changes we received. If you have
questions or see information that is incorrect, please contact the church of-
fice (or if you wish to change groups). Although the first introductory
meeting is on the last Sunday of the month, group meetings are tentatively
scheduled for first and third Sunday evenings.

One goal for this fall is to increase the number of group facilitators who
will help guide the discussions. The facilitators are not teachers, and are
not expected to prepare and present material or lectures. Each study has
numerous questions, and the role of the facilitator is to help the group work
through the questions with the involvement of as many as possible within
the group, and to help the group complete the study in the time allotted. If
you are willing to serve as a facilitator (regularly or periodically) please
contact Bob.

We will also need group hosts and hostesses. Please consider how you can
serve as a host—in homes, at the church building, or in other locations
(area dining establishments, etc.). Two (possibly three) groups can meet at
the church building on any given Sunday evening. Preference will be
given to groups with children and larger groups that have more difficulty
identifying meeting locations. The church office will help arrange loca-
tions for the first meetings, but each group will be responsible for their
own arrangements thereafter.




"Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up...” Acts 20:32

"Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.” Ephesians 5:21

Persistent Prayer
By Bob Young

[Note: | have two October assignments. One is to present some ideas from Nehemiah
at a men’s retreat activity. The first thing | noted from the book is the importance of
prayer for Nehemiah. The second assignment is to present an evangelism/missions
seminar to assist a local church in incorporating evangelism and outreach into their
ministry system. In my list of characteristics of a highly evangelistic congregation and
highly evangelistic or mission-minded members, prayer rose to the top of the list. From
these preparations came this brief article about prayer, evangelism and missions.]

| am not good at persistent prayer—at least not as good at it as | would like to be. Je-
sus praises persistent prayer in parables like the parable of the persistent widow. | am
confident | do not pray enough about the salvation of those | love. | know that Jesus
said, "No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him, and | will
raise him up at the last day" (John 6:44). | understand that salvation requires divine
initiative. But God has given his children the critical role of prayer. Jesus taught his
disciples to pray and never to give up (Luke 18). He told them to keep on asking
(Matthew 7:7; Luke 11: 5-11).

Prayer moves the world—or at least it moves it hand of the one who moves the world.
Prayer is essential in evangelistic churches. Prayer is a part of the work of evangelism
and missions. Do not give up praying for someone after a few weeks. It might take a
lot longer. George Mueller prayed throughout his lifetime for five friends to know Jesus
Christ. The first one came to Christ after five years. Within ten years, two more of them
received Christ. Mueller prayed constantly for over twenty-five years, and the fourth
man was finally saved. For his fifth friend, he prayed until the time of his death, and
this friend came to Christ a few months after Mueller died. For this last friend, Mueller
had prayed for almost fifty-two years.

God does not view time in the same way we do. He hears every prayer you pray, and
He desires that you persist. At times you will want to give up. Don't! God is hearing
your prayers and is pleased with them. In His time the answer will come.

Prayer requests are immediately shared by email and placed on the church website [www.mainandoklahomacofc.org/knee-
mail.html]. Requests received since the last bulletin are included here. Military and cancer prayer requests are published monthly.

September 15
Mary Jo Raburn was released from the hospital today and is now recuperating at home.
Mae Bell had 2 stints inserted and she will be home tomorrow. Keep her in your prayers.

September 14

Al Williamson (father of Georgia Cain, grandfather to Jessie) passed away about noon today. Services will be 10:30
am, Saturday, September 19, 2009 at the Rogers Funeral Home Chapel. Interment will follow at the Greenlawn
Cemetery in Checotah, OK . Please keep Georgia, Dee Dee, and Jessie in your prayers.

[Details are at http:/www.eboards4all.com/728165/messages/1765.html ]

September 13

Shawn Kidd was unable to have his MRI due to a respiratory infection. Continue to remember him in prayer.
Alta Goodson was seen in ER this morning, but is now back at Walnut Grove, with some changed medications to
treat her infection.

September 11
Paula McGee's aunt, Dorothy Griggs, passed away last night about 9:00 p.m. "Thank you for your support and
prayers. Please continue to remember my family during this time." [--email from Paula McGee

September 10

Please add Charles Moore to your prayer lists. Charles is known to this congregation as the son-in-law of Cad and
Mildred James. He continues to battle multiple health issues based on declining health, which affects the ability of the
doctors to fully treat the health issues. The family asks that we pray for him.
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Mark Your Calendars

Guest Speaker: Phyllis Allen
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