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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
SUNDAY 

Bible Classes            9:30 AM 
Morning Worship                10:30 AM 

Evening Worship            5:00 PM 

 
WEDNESDAY 

Bible Classes            7:00 PM 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS  
 

MON.DAY - THURSDAY  

9:00 AM TO 4:00 PM 
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October 18, 2009            

WEEKLY ASSIGNMENTS 
 

Sunday, October 18                            AM Assembly 
 

Welcome                                             Kyle Dusenberry 
 

Congregational Singing                       Alan Middleton  
 

Opening Prayer                                      Lynn Edwards             
 

Lord’s Supper 
 

Communion: Rick McCracken, Jerod McCracken, Mike 
McDonald, Bobby Scott, Todd Lester, Joe Daniel, Charles 
van Tuyl, Steve Rosso         
 

Shepherd’s Prayer                                    Tim Maxcey                                   
 

Contribution  
 

Message                                                       Bob Young                                        
 

Prayer for Responses/Needs                    Tim Maxcey 
 

Nursery Attendant                                Joanie Lecrone                            

     

Sunday, October 18                PM Assembly  
 

Song Leader                                             Kermit Peters                             

Opening Prayer                                 Charlie Ellsworth                            

Closing Prayer                                   Charles van Tuyl                                    

Bus driver this week                           Mike McDonald                               

Nursery Attendant                              Marsha Morgan                       

Issue 41 

The Light 
“… put on the armor of light.”  Rom. 13:12 

Church Attendance Again:   
“How many are going to church these days?” 

 

We do not receive the Parade Magazine weekly with a Sunday 
newspaper, but last Sunday (October 4, 2009) was different be-
cause of our travel schedule, so I happened to see the survey 
results that were published in Parade Magazine. 
 

The survey questions generally related to spirituality, but the results of greatest interest to me 
concerned religion and religious attendance.  Comparing survey results is difficult, helpful, and 
interesting because of the way questions are asked and because of the potential for different par-
ticipants (even in random surveys).  The Parade survey results seem to differ from results ob-
tained by the Barna organization or Pew research.  Why?  An example of how survey results can 
differ relates to the question about religious attendance (as opposed to church attendance) which 
may include some who practice their religion in mosques or in non-Christian religious contexts.                                 
                                                                                                                                  Continued on page 2 
 

 

 

 

Sunday, October 25, 2009 
Bonus Sunday Schedule 

                                         Bible Class 
Worship (Bonus Contribution Day) 

Potluck Luncheon 
PM Assembly 

Congregational Meeting  

 

  bits from bob... 



“Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up…” Acts 20:32 

The results of the Parade survey revealed the following:                                                 

• Twenty-seven percent (27%) are irreligious, that is, they do not practice any kind of religion. 

• Fifty percent (50%) said they rarely or never attend religious services. 

• Twenty percent (20%) said they attend religious services sporadically (once a month or less). 

• Thirty percent (30%) said they attend religious services once or more in a given week. 
 

These results reflect a continuing trend away from religious activity and church attendance.  Over 
30 years ago, a survey characterized 1/3 of the U.S. population as unchurched, 1/3 as minimally 
churched (attend once a month or less), and 1/3 churched (attend church more than once a 
month).  In parallel, these results suggest 50% are unchurched and 20% minimally churched.    
The claim that 30% attend religious services weekly needs further study.  The truth is that even 
“regular” church attendees may be absent a significant number of times each year for a variety of 
reasons.  (One study I did showed the average absentee rate among regular attendees to be near 
30%).  This would mean that only 70% of the 30% who claim regular attendance are present on 
any given Sunday—thus a “real” attendance rate of 21%. 
 

This number—21%--is likely closer to the truth.  Some are suggesting that as few as 15% of the 
U.S. population attends a church service on a given Sunday.  One way to estimate how many go 
to church is by simple observation—look at the non-church traffic as you are on the way to 
church, check out the number of homes where other activities are occurring (yard work, etc.), 
observe those homes where the cars in the driveway indicate that the family is still at home.   The 
sad truth is that in our nation, most are not in church. 
 

How should the church respond to such information?  When we come face to face with what 
many already knew or suspected—that not many people in our nation or our local communities 
are religious or attend church, what is an appropriate response? 
 -1- Remember that we are responsible for our own community and neighborhoods.  We are not 
going to see many “missionaries” sent to those places where the church already exists. 
 -2- Pray about our community and its needs. 
 -3- Develop creative outreach efforts that help the church be an influence in the community. Re-
member Jesus’ descriptions of his followers—salt and light.  These efforts might include improv-
ing the public perception of the church, building bridges through friendship, ministry, and con-
versations, and hosting various “come and see” and service events. 
 -4- Make certain the message of the church is focused on Jesus Christ and the saving gospel. 
 -5- Make certain the activities of the church (including worship assemblies) are founded on spiri-
tual realities rather than non-spiritual appeals. 
 -6- Diligently work to assimilate and retain the existing Christian community.  The truth is that 
many of those who do not attend church formerly did.  We must be concerned about those who 
no longer attend and work to bring them back to Christ.  We must study the “back door” and why 
people leave the church. 

“Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.” Ephesians 5:21 

 

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER REQUESTS   
Prayer requests are immediately shared by email and placed on the church website [www.mainandoklahomacofc.org/knee-

mail.html].  Requests received since the last bulletin are included here.  Military and cancer prayer requests are published monthly.  

Weekly Budget:           $4,502 

Contribution:               $4,592 

Year to date:            $171,989 

   

 Baptisms -- 

 Prayers  10 

 Identified 1 

Wednesday, Oct., 7  

Bible Study                   N/C                                                                                                                                                                                 
 

Sunday, October 11 

Bible Study                    71                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

AM/PM                       157/64                                                                                                              

2009 STATS 

Mid Week Manna Menu 
 

 

Wed., October 14th-Mexican Theme   
 

Wed., October 21st– Lasagna   

October 14   

Tommie Patterson came through his knee surgery with no problems.  He expects to be in the hospital until 

the weekend. 

 

October 11   

The home of my brother, Phillip Hightower, and his family burned down Saturday. They live in Caddo. 

They lost everything but a few items. Please pray for them....Henry had to have 2 units of blood on Friday 

and seems to have a little bit more energy. Don't know when he will go home yet. He still needs help to 

get out of the bed. [--email from Jamie Hart] 

 

October 9   
Jerry Banker is doing well after his health problems, and is back at work. 

Dan Lester was able to go home on Monday.  Thank you for your prayers. 

Saturday, October 31, 2009 

6:30 - 8PM 
 

Candy donations are needed!! 
 

Please speak to Charlotte Maxcey  if 

you have any questions. Thanks! 

Thursday, October 22, 2009 
The youth will travel to Tulsa to 
tour the GUTS church exhibits. 
Departure will be 4 pm from the 
parking lot. Admission is $8.00 per 
person and bring $10.00 for dinner.  


