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“... put on the armor of light.” Rom. 13:12
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bits from bob... Xhree Essentials for Daily Christianity

Many Christians say that they want to live the Christian life, but regu-
larly fail to reach that goal in the face of the challenges that come in the
daily grind of life. | want to pray, | want to read the Bible, | want to be a
dedicated follower of Jesus, but the activities of life get in the way. The
good intentions and the plans that are made are too easily given up for
the easy chair and whatever “entertainment” the TV may offer for the evening.

Here are three essentials for daily life in Christ.

PURPOSE. We must know and honor God’s purpose. What is God’s purpose for us? Essential to
Christianity is a life with purpose—knowing why we are on this earth, identifying the unique niche that
we occupy in the eternal plan of God, and anticipating what God has in store for us.

Keeping God’s purpose in mind delivers us from the good to the best. Keeping our purpose in mind
helps us to make good decisions each day. There is no reward or joy in going after purposes or goals that
don’t matter or aren’t worth the effort. Yet, many people in our busy world go through each day without
thinking about the reason for life and the goals that are worth pursuing.

Having our purpose in view gives direction to life. We are more apt to use every minute well, since the
purpose we have from God will invariably be greater than we are.

PRINCIPLES. We will follow the rules; we will live life according to God’s principles. God’s eternal
principles are bigger than we are. They are unchangeable guides. When we commit to living by God’s
principles, we take the first step toward building life on unshakeable foundations.

Fulfilling God’s purpose for our lives is not magic or luck. We must decide each day whether we will
live our lives according to God’s principles or whether we will settle for something less. God’s principles
provide permanent indicators by which we can establish direction and stability in times of difficulty and
the storms of life. Principled living let us live in the light instead of in darkness.

PARTICIPATION. I will participate. As amazing as it may seem, many Christians never get in the
game. These are content to sit on the sidelines, or they may even fail to show up for the game. Others
who do get in the game fail to make a difference. Continuing the analogy, many who claim to be Chris-
tians fail to practice, fail to prepare, and don’t do all that well.

Daily Christianity means that we must commit to living life as a Christian. We must commit to act. Do
we want our life to count for something, or are we content to simply slide through? The decision to act,
to be proactive, does not mean that we can control everything that will occur, but neither are we destined
to be perpetual victims. Making the decision to act is easy, following through is difficult. Many who say
they want to take charge of their lives let others determine what they do and when. Some who claim no-
ble dreams of careers and goals fail to develop the necessary skills.

Each of these essentials requires a decision. Making these decisions will help us develop the creative
forces of our lives. Nothing less will lead us forward toward a future in Christ.




"Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up...” Acts 20:32

anuary-April Adult Bible Class Offering

Sunday Wednesday
Auditorium - Bible Stories You Ought.Fo Know—| Auditorium - 1 & 2 Peter

Parlor - Bible Stories You-Ought-Fo Know Parlor - Principles pf Holiness

| Leviticus

“Just Starting Out”

We have begun a new 20's & 30's class on Wednesday nights called “Just Starting Out.” The class fo-
cuses on the needs of today’s young Christian family. We would like to invite any young couple interested,
to come to our video series all ready in progress called “Love & Respect”. The series explains how Chris-
tian men & women try to communicate with one another, but often understanding gets lost in translation.
Dr. Emerson Eggerichs shows biblically that women need love, and men need respect to complete this
communication cycle. We meet in the nursery and would love to see you this Wednesday night!

BIBLE STORIES YOU OUGHT TO KNOW: “In the Garden”, January 4-8 Homework
Monday, January 4 ~ Review Genesis

Tuesday, January 5 ~ Read Genesis 2-3
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Wednesday, January 6 ~ Read Job 1-2
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Thursday, January 7 ~ Read Exodus 19:1-20:21
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Friday, January 8 ~ Read Romans 5
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"Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.” Ephesians 5:21
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Prayer requests are immediately shared by email and placed on the church website [www.mainandoklahomacofc.org/knee-
mail.html]. Requests received since the last bulletin are included here. Military and cancer prayer requests are published monthly.

Please pray for Katherine McLeod. She is not eating or drinking at this time and is not doing very well.
Keep Katherine, Jim and Pam in your prayers.

Dee Masino has been diagnosed with terminal cancer and is in Walnut Grove Nursing Home. Remember
him in your prayers. [from Jim McLeod]

Jean Wren was hospitalized at McAlester Regional due to problems with her appendix. Please keep Jean
and family in your prayers. She is now home and will be scheduled for surgery in a few weeks.

Please add Chris to your prayer list. He hurt his neck in football, then started weight training, but when
his right arm started getting numb, he backed off from that also. He has seen a neurologist and they got
the results of the MRI yesterday. The doctor is referring him to a neurosurgeon. He has a protruding disk
and it may require surgery. Chris is a world class weightlifter (holds world record for his weight

class) and at the age of 18 this is a very big deal for him. Especially pray that Chris will realize God is
the only answer not only for this, but for all of life's difficulties. [--email from Anne Coleman]
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Thank you!!
| 2009 sTATS |
Weekly Budget $4,502
Budget YTD $234,104
Wednesday, Dec., 23rd Sunday, December 27 Contribution $3.795
Bible Study Combined Devo Bible Study 67 Contribution YTD  $223,904
AM 128 2009 Weekly Avg $4,306
PM 75




